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ACTION AF-06 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 EA-07 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 SAM-01 SAJ-01 ARA-06 10-10 /090W 

003703 

P R 070939Z JAN 76 
FM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2599 
INFO AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY LOURENCO MARQUES 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
USLO PEKING 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

CONFIDENTIAL LUSAKA 0032 

EO 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, AO, UR, US, ZA 

SUBJECT: SOVIET POSTURE ON ANGOLA AS SEEN FROM LUSAKA 
REF: LUSAKA 0025, LUSAKA 0030 (NOTAL) 

BRITISH COLLEAGUE MILES TOLD ME HE HAS SEVERAL TIMES OF LATE 
BEEN ENGAGED BY SOVIET AMBASSADOR IN CONVERSATIONS ON 
ANGOLA ("PERHAPS THEY CONSIDER WE COULD BE MORE SYMPATHETIC 
THAN YOU") AND FEELS HE HAS SCORED POINTS FOR WEST BY 
TOUCHING SOVIETS' VULNERABILITIES. SAID SOVIETS MOST 
SENSITIVE TO ARGUMENTS THAT A) HELP TO ANGOLAN LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS BEFORE INDEPENDENCE MAY HAVE BEEN ALRIGHT, BUT 
SOVIETS WRONG NOW IN MILITARILY SUPPORTING MINORITY POLITICAL 
GROUP SEEKING TO IMPOSE ITS WILL BE FORCE ON MAJORITY; AND 
B) BRITISH POSITION ON THIS IS SUPPORTED BY HOST GOVERNMENT 
OF ZAMBIA. FOREGOING IS, OF COURSE, ALMOST IDENTICAL TO 
CHINESE LINE. EXCEPT AT COUNSELOR LEVEL, WHERE SOME BAITING 
HAS BEEN ATTEMPTED, SOVIET AMBASSADOR HAS NEVER TRIED TO 
ENGAGE ME IN DEBATE ON ANGOLA, NOR I HIM. SAME APPLIES 
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